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EXODUS. xIv. 13. 


FAR YE NOT: STAND STILL, AND SEE THE | 
SALVATION OF THE LorD.— 


EVER was a and ov ſo much wanted, 
| and fo ſeaſonably adminiſtered, as at the time, when 
this declaration was made, and this encouragement was 
given, by the great Leader of the Jewiſh people. The 
circumſtances of the Iſraelites at that juncture were in- 
deed very calamitous. They were ſurrounded with diffi- 
culties, in all appearance utterly unſurmountable. They 
were preſſed with hardſhips, beyond: all human ſuffer- 
ance. They were expoſed to dangers the moſt dreadful 
and unavoidable. On the onc hand, they had good rea- 
ſon to apprehend total ruin and deſolation: on the 
other, there was juſt cauſe to expect the utmoſt ſeverity. 
of rage and cruelty. The purſuit of a numerous hoſt of 
very inveterate enemies, full of. the ſpirit of indignation 
and revenge, had rendered their reſiſtance as vain, as 
their retreat was hopeleſs. And their advance was ſure 
to meet with equal peril and diſaſter, from the over- 


whelming fury of the mercileſs ocean. = 
| „„ AMID 
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AMTD this ſcene of deep diſmay and deſperation, be- 
hold the arm of the Almighty made bare-in their behalf. 
A relief as extraordinary as unexpected was held out to 
them, by the over-ruling hand of Providence. A confi- 
dence of their ſecurity was at once ſuggeſted and recom- 
mended by Moſes, in the words of the Text; FEAR Y E 
NOT: STAND STILL, AND 8 EE THE SALVATION | 


OF THE LoRD. 


A DISTRESS not much diſſimilar in many circum- 
ſtances, in our own Nation, and a ſudden and wonderful 
deliverance, beyond all expectation, and ſurpaſſing all hope, 
make the ſame words not improperly applicable to the 
great Event, which it is the pious deſign of the Church 
to celebrate on This Day. The ſituation of the. people of 
England, juſt before that period, which way. ſoever they 
directed their view, was truly deplorable.. If they looked 
backward, nothing was to be ſeen, but the utmoſt con- 
fuſion, the moſt complicated miſery: the conſtitution 
of government totally diſſolved: the legal adminiſtration 
of civil juſtice interrupted altogether, or groflly per- 
verted: no ſecurity of men's fortunes or of their lives to 
be depended upon: the Church deſpoiled of it's revenues 


and it's ordinances: all decency and regularity of worſhip 
= quite 


15 


quite deſtroyed: all authority and juriſdiction in the re- 


ligious eſtabliſhment entirely at an end. In ſhort, in- 
ſtead of liberty and ſafeguard in the ſtate, nothing but 


tyranny, diſorder, and | outrage: inſtead of the beauty of 
holineſs in the temple, nothing but the horrid ignorance 
and tumultuous uproar of the rankeſt bigotry: inſtead 
of comfort and edification in the public ſervice of God, 


nothing but the wildeſt rant of enthuſiaſtic frenſy; 


nothing but the loweſt dregs of the groſſeſt fanaticiſm. 


Ir they caſt their eyes forward, the proſpect was not 
leſs melancholy and horrible. Nothing to be foreſeen, 


but even a worſe ſcene of miſery, if poſſible, to be afted 
over afreſh: and the experience of former calamities gave 


a bitterneſs to the preſent; and added a ſharpneſs to their 


apprehenſions of the future. And what was no ſmall 


_ aggravation of their trouble, no boundary of their miſ- 
fortunes was at all diſcernible. They. were without hope 
in their miſery, and without comfort in their fears, 


When lo! the impending ſtorm, that threatened them 
with freſh woe and devaſtation, was at once diſperſ- 
ed; and all their terrors were diſſipated together. The 

light of God's countenance ſhone forth on a ſudden. 
The ſalvation of the Lord inſtantly appeared, in the 
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mighty and unexpected deliverance, which was vouch- 
ſafed unto them. 


WV are doubtleſs juſtified from Reaſon and Experience 

as well as from Revelation, in aſcribing ſuch important 
and uncommon events, as are above the wit of man, 
and not to be explained upon principles of Nature, to 
the immediate influence of the Almighty. In truth the 
common events of things are owing to the ſame over- 
ruling power. We ſay indeed, what ordinarily paſſes in 
the world, proceeds from the ſtated courſe of Nature and 
the eſtabliſhed laws of the Syſtem, But what 1s this 
| ſtated courſe of Nature? What are theſe eſtabliſhed laws 

of the Syſtem, but the very energy, and the direction of 
Providence? How do they otherwiſe exiſt or operate, but 
thro' the immediate agency of God? Can this ſtated 
courſe of things ſupport itſelf? Or can theſe eſtabliſhed 
laws put themſelves in execution ? Mere inanimate mat- 
ter can act only by external impulſe. The firſt move- 


ments of animal life no way depend upon the will or 


power either of the parent or the offspring. What me- 
chanical cauſes can account for that Grand Principle, by 
which the air, the earth, the waters are governed? or be 
able to ſolve, thro' what ſecret tyes the minute conſtitu- 
ent 


(9997 
ent parts of body are held together? The pride indeed 
of Philoſophy would make us believe, that it is the force 
of gravitation, by which large maſſes of matter are knit 
together, and by which the order and the ſafety of the 
habitable world is preſerved ; and that it is the efficacy of 
another power ſomewhat analogous, by which their ſeve- 
ral parts are united, and compacted. But can a rational 
mind, not miſled by paſſion, or biaſſed by prejudice, reſt 
ſatisfied in theſe ſecondary cauſes alone? Whence, it may 
be ſaid, have theſe principles themſelves their reſpective 
energy? Whence has the one ſuch a kind of efficacy, as 
to conſtitute the curious texture, and that variety of con- 
figuration in material ſubſtance, which is obſervable on 
the Earth beneath? Or whence has the other ſuch a ſort 
of force, as is ſufficient to analyſe the ſtill more wonder- 
ful motions, we behold, in the Firmament above ? 


WHENCE are produced the ſtrange effects of Vegeta- 
tion? How is the uniformity of that motion in our 
Globe, which cauſes the viciſſitude of day and night, ſo 
preſerved, that the objects on the earth are not jumbled 
together, and daſhed into pieces? What power has the 
Sun in itſelf to ſend forth his beams, of ſuch mighty im- 
portance to the animal and vegetable world? The hand 
. of 


10) 
ok the Almighty is not only viſible in the ſtupendous 
workmanſhip of all theſe things; but alſo his immediate 
agency and direction in their marvellous operations. 


Ir then every thing is thus directly under the power 
of the Creator; Is there not a fair preſumption? Have 
we not good reaſon to conclude, that every thing obeys 
his will, and is made ſubſervient to the particular pur- 
poſes of his wiſe Providence? What wonder, that © he 
balanceth the clouds, and ſendeth the rain, and maketh 
the earth to yield her increaſe, juſt as he pleaſeth ?” Why 
ſhould it be thought incredible, that the winds and the 
ſea ſubmit to his ſupreme command; or that the famine 
and the peſtilence deſtroy, as ſeemeth him good? Well 
may it therefore be ſaid, that the iſſues of life and of 
death, and all the events of human affairs are at his diſ- 

poſal alone; and that he proſpereth the work of our 
hands, or defeateth our counſels, according to our own 


dieſervings. 


AND what hinders, but the ſame ſpecial Providence may 
extend to the mind and behaviour of man, without over. 
ruling our wills, or affecting our liberty? The various 
inclinations and purſuits of the human kind depend up- 

on 


1) 

on ſuch reaſons and motives, as oftentimes preſent them - 
ſelves to the underſtanding, we know not how, and up- 
on ſuch ſentiments and diſpoſitions of heart, as ſtart up 
in the ſoul by ſtrange and imperceptible means. The 
turn of our thoughts frequently takes it's firſt bent, and 
the colour of our lives receives it's original tincture from 
ſuch inward ſuggeſtions, as we are not able to compre- 
| hend, whence they ariſe, or whither they lead; any more 
than we can tell of the blowing of the wind, © whence it 

cometh, or whither it goeth.” And why may not the 
Spirit of God by methods unknown and unperceived, lay | 
before the mind of man ſuch leading principles, as, if 
honeſtly and ſtudiouſly attended to, may conduct his af- 
fairs to a proſperous iſſue; or leave him without check 
or controul, to follow his own vain or wicked imagina- 
tions, till they plunge him in ruin and miſery, beyond re- 
demption, according as he deſerves either good or ill, 
from his Lord and Governour? The guilt or merit of 
our actions does not derive it's ſource from thoſe thoughts 
or principles themſelves, but from our own ſtudious at- 
tention to them; from our own cordial entertainment and 
aſſiduous application of them: things, that proceed from 


ourſelves alone, and what are entirely in our own power. 
0 <7" "WP 
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Bor however intricate and doubtful a matter it may 
be, to ſet the juſt limit to the agency of natural cauſes, 
and the efficiency of Providence; ſo as to ſay, * hitherto 
ſhalt thou come and no farther ; and here ſhall thy 
power be ſtayed:” however difficult and perplexing it is, 
to trace out in the human mind, where the inward work- 
ings of the ſoul begin of themſelves, and where they are 
owing to the influence of God's ſpirit, in ſuch inſtances, 
in which the good of individuals 1s only concerned ; yet 

in thoſe caſes, where the welfare of a whole nation is at 
ſtake; where the importance therefore of the event de- 
mands more eſpecially the care and conduct of the Al- 
mighty; and the unravelling the ſeveral parts of it, and 
the bringing them to a fair iſſue, renders it an ob- 
je& worthy of his interpoſition; there we have good 
grounds to expect extraordinary diſpenſations ; there our 
reaſonings on this head are built upon a ſolid and firm 
foundation. 


WHATEVER inſtitutions take place i in human. affairs, 
that are productive of general good, muſt coincide with the 
great deſign of Heaven, in the creation and preſervation 
of the world. The ſocial ſtate then may fairly be reputed 
one of the principal inſtruments, in the hands of Provi- 


dence; 
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dence; by which the bleſſings of life are moſt effectually 
conveyed to That Part of his creatures, who ſeem to be 
his more peculiar concern, by the ſingular proviſion that 
is made for their ſubſiſtence and welfare. Thus it is, 
that ſuch eſtabliſhments are ſtiled by the Apoſtle, a Divine 
Ordinance. Whatever therefore is agreeable to the will 
of God in the appointment, cannot fail to partake of his 
care and ſupport in the adminiſtration, 


THE RESTORATION on This Day accompliſhed in 
Theſe Kingdoms, was ſo wonderful in it's beginning, in 
it's progreſs, and in it's completion, as may juſtly vindi- 
cate ſupernatural aid and providential direction. What 
elſe could produce the ſtrange infatuation in the coun- 
fels of ſome men, to their own perdition; convert the 
fluctuating conduct of others, to ſuch ſalutary purpoſes; 
and fo adjuſt the jarring and diſcordant principles of 
all, as to effect at once a perfect harmony and unanimity, 
in recovering the ancient and rightful claims both of 
King and People? The uſurped power of Legiſlature de- 
feated it's own defigns, and embraced meaſures ſubver- 
ſive of itſelf. HE, who took the glorious lead in bring- - 
ing matters to a proper ſettlement, ſeemed at firſt to 
have had no certain and regular plan of acting; undeter- 
B mined 


V. 
mined in his motions, and doubtful of conſequences. 
The body of the Nation was torn in pieces by factions 
both civil and religious; ſo furious and implacable in 
their own nature; of ſuch irreconcileable and incom- 
patible principles, as to make it ſeemingly a thing alto- 
gether impracticable, to bring about an union and 
acquieſcence in any one eſtabliſhment of Religion or 
Polity. When behold, all at once, without any previous 
concert or deliberation, the hearts of the People were 
bowed as the heart of one man, The Republican, and the 
Royaliſt, the Churchman, and the Sectariſt concurred in 
one united endeavour, to place their lawful Sovereign on 
the throne of his Anceſtors. 


Tux accompliſhment of this event was in all it's cir- 
cumſtances ſo. ſingular and extraordinary, as to extort 
from a late Hiſtorian of thoſe times, an open confeſſion 
of ſomething ſtrange and marvellous. A large conceſ- 
ſion for ſo acute and philoſophic an obſerver of men 
and things, who muſt be acknowledged to have no fa- 
vourable impreſſion of any divine interpoſitions ! 


WHAT the ſalvation is, which was thus wonderfully 
wrought amongſt us, is ſufficiently manifeſt, The Land 
ceafed 
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ceaſed from the defilement of blood. The Nation emerg- 


ed from the depth of miſery and belt Religion put 


on a new face of decency and dignity. Government re- 
ſumed it's wonted order and authority; and peace and 
ſecurity were adminiſtered by the even hand of Juſtice. 
Anarchy and confuſion fled forth as a morning- cloud, 

and as the early dew they vaniſhed away. And thoſe 
great matters of civil diſcord, Prerogative and Privilege, 
| kept their ſtated and due bounds. Thus the bleſſings 
of ſociety were poured out in great abundance on all 
orders of men; and joy and happineſs ſpread themſelves 
to the remoteſt corners of the Land. | 


Nee I expatiate on theſe things? We know from an 
happy experience, how great the bleſſings indeed are, 
that ſpring from the beſt of Governments, adminiſtered 
in the moſt righteous manner. May they be perpetuated _ 
all our days! may they deſcend uninterrupted and unim- 

: paired to our lateſt poſterity! | 

IT is matter of more uſeful admonition to reflect a 
little, what great reaſon every Nation has to confide in 
the good, or to be fearful of the evil tendency of — 

B 2 in 
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in proportion to thoſe manners, that prevail among the 8 
members of it. 


THERE are doubtleſs in every community certain 
principles of general influence, which truly characterize 
the People; upon the growth and maturity of which 
the fate of Kingdoms does in a ſpecial manner de- 
pend. This is beyond diſpute the common meaſure of 
God's dealings with every nation under Heaven, What 
civil Polity indeed has there ever been, the virtuouſneſs 
or viciouſneſs of whoſe Manners has not occaſioned a 
proportionable enlargement or diminution of it's power 
and grandeur? This point was remarkably diſplayed in 
the condition and circumſtances of That State; the firſt 
eſtabliſhment and final exciſion of which was one con- 
tinued and extraordinary manifeſtation of divine power 
and authority. And the two great empires of Greece and 
Rome, thoſe illuſtrious and inſtructive parts of ancient 
ſtory, are a ſtanding record of this truth, to all ſucceed- 
ing generations. As long as a rectitude and ſimplicity of 
Manners took the lead amongſt them, invigorated their 
counſels, and animated their conduct; ſo long one ad- 


mirable train of ſucceſs and glory was the deſerved crown 
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of their enterprizes. But when once a total relaxa- 
tion of Principles took place; whether thro' the in- 
fluence of foreign example; whether thro' the fluſh of 
conqueſt, and domeſtic opulence; or thro' a vain confi- 
dence in their own ſuperiour ſtrength and extraordinary 
elevation; whether thro' one or all theſe means together, 
it matters not; ſince the fact itſelf is altogether un- 
queſtionable; that aſtoniſhing pinnacle of envied fame 
and greatneſs, to which their priſtine virtue had exalted 
them, began inſtantly to moulder away apace; and that 
immenſe fabric of their ſtate, which had ſtood the won- 
der and awe of all the world around, ſoon after tumbled 


into ruins. 


THE foregoing curſory reflections may help to teach 
us this profitable leſſon, that a pious and virtuous con- 
duct is the ſure ſtrength and glory of a Nation; an irre- 
ligious and immoral behaviour the certain weakneſs and 
reproach of any People; and may ſerve at the ſame time 
to ſilence in ſome meaſure thoſe injurious Cavillings, 
which the Envy and Malice of our Enemies are apt to in- 
dulge, againſt the ſacred Inſtitutions of This Place. We 
are not unuſeful Members of the Community, while we 


paſs away our days in this Happy Receſs, and are thus 
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ſequeſtered from Public Concerns, and the Buſineſs of 
the World. We contribute no ſmall ſhare to the wel- 
fare and glory of our Country; while we are carefully 
employed in the planting and cultivation of thoſe Prin- 
ciples, which when brought forth to maturity cannot fail 
to yield the ſweet fruits of religion and righteouſneſs ; 
and which may furniſh out to the State, in times to come, 
as has oftentimes been the caſe, in times paſt, ſuch 
illuſtrious inſtances of Perſons, well qualified for the 
right adminiſtration of the affairs of Government, by 
an extraordinary degree of Wiſdom in the contrivance 
of public meaſures, an uncommon ſhare of Goodneſs 
and Steadineſs in the direction, or a ſingular portion of 
Magnanimity and noble Prodigality of foul in the exe- 
cution of them, as were the ſtanding glory of their own 
times, and have ever been the admiration of the follow- 
ing ages; and may they be the ſtudy and emulation of 
All Poſterity | 8 


LET us therefore perſevere with all aſſiduity, my Reve- 
rend Brethren, as indeed we do, in a faithful diſcharge of 
the important truſt repoſed in us. The Manners of the 
Riſing Generation depend greatly upon the inſtructions 
received, and the principles imbibed, in theſe and ſuch 
like 
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like Seminaries of religion and literature. Let it be our 
firſt care, as it is in truth our principal concern, to form 
the youthful and ductile mind, fo far as our power and 
influence extend, to every good and uſeful principle both 
of duty and ſcience. And may all thoſe, who are trained 
up in theſe religious and learned retreats, make ſuch an 
honeſt and ſedulous uſe of the benefits, they enjoy, that 

they may iſſue forth into the world, in ſuch a manner, as 
to reflect Honour on the place of their Education, derive 
ſolid Comfort and laſting Happineſs to Themſelves and 
their Friends, become an Ornament to our Chriſtian 
Profeſſion, and a Security and Blefling to the whole 


Community ! 


FI 


——— — — — matted 


MICAH, IV. 4. 
—Tuxr SHALL SIT EVERY MAN UNDER HIS VINE 


AND UNDER HIS FIG-TREE; AND NONE SHALL 
MAKE THEM AFRAID, — 


MONG the numerous bleſſings, with which Provi- 
dence has ſo ſingularly favoured the ſons of men, 
the Social State muſt ſurely rank firſt, both in point of dig- 
nity and utility; as being the moſt fruitful ſource of com- 
fort, and the trueſt ground of perfection and happineſs. It 
is indeed a ſtate the moſt ſuited to the condition and cir- 
cumſtances of our being. It is the ſureſt and moſt expe- 
_ ditions method to ſupply the wants, the firmeſt and moſt 
effectual way to ſupport the weakneſſes of our nature. It is 
the beſt expedient for the cultivation of the mind, the 
fitteſt means for the improvement of the heart of man. 
A ſituation of life, which reaſon points out, which na- 
ture requires, and religion enj oins; a ſituation of life there- 
fore, which the great Author of all b moſt evidently 


intended. 


WIII. may we wonder then at the folly and perverſe- 


neſs of man, or at his pride and ſingularity, or at the 
. con- 
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conjunction perhaps of theſe miſleading and malignant 
principles, when we perceive the Social State, ſo big with 
bleſſings of the laſt importance to us, vilified and decried 
as the chief cauſe of our corruption and miſery; and an 


uncivilized and ſavage life extolled and recommended, as 
our greateſt glory and a 


ee of this ſort muſt be mere ſophiſtry 
and declamation, as running counter to the common 
apprehenſion and experience of mankind; or if ſeriouſly 
meant, can have no other purport and tendency, than 
to degrade the dignity of a Rational Creature into the 
condition of a Brute Animal. 


Bur whatever Others may advance to this purpoſe, | 
either for an exerciſe of their wit, or for a diſplay of 
their learning and abilities; We ſhould do well not to 
learn to be wiſe above that, which is written, Our Re- 
ligion has taught us much better and more ſober things. 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles enforce with all earneſtneſs every 
ſocial duty, by precept, by exhortation, by example; and 
_ endeavour to ſupport with the weightieſt ſanctions the 
honour and the authority of civil Communities, 


* Diſcours ſur Vorigine et les fondemens de l inegalitẽ parmi les 
| hommes. — par I. I. Rouſſeau. 


Now 


=. 
Nov the Social State itſelf, tho' it is indeed the only 
inſtrument, by which the ordinary bleſſings of life can 
be conveyed to us, may yet become without proper 
management and direction a ſcene of confuſion, and de- 
ſtructive of the peace and welfare of men. The ad- 
miniſtration of ſome civil power is eſſentially neceſſary 
to it's well-being. The wickedneſs and perverſeneſs of 
the human heart, which is not always to be lead by a 
ſenſe of duty, and a proſpect of happineſs, is frequently 
of ſuch a nature, that penal ſanctions and exemplary 
correction can alone give that condition of life, which 
both nature and reaſon have ordained, it's due ſtrength 
and * 3 


| WII AT fam of gert may beſt ſerve the true 
and eſſential intereſt of Society, both reaſon and experi- 
ence ſufficiently evince. There is doubtleſs an intrin- 
| fic excellence in a civil conſtitution, which may juſtly 
claim a pre-eminence. A government the beſt admini- 
ſtered is not in itſelf the bet “. The manner, in which 
the Supreme Power is exerted in a ſtate, may interrupt 
or deſtroy altogether the beneficial effects of a good 
government; or convert the pernicious principles of a 
bad one to ſalutary purpoſes; and yet the ſufferings of 


_ ® Pope's Eſſay on Man. Epiſt. HI. v. 304. . 
. the 
; | 
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the ſubject do not detract aught from the true merit of 
the Former ; nor their eaſy and flouriſhing condition add 
any thing to the real worth of the Latter ; any more, than 
the diſorders introduced into a robuſt and healthy perſon 
thro' want of care and conduct, prove the unhappineſs of 
a good conſtitution ; or the prevention of maladies in one 
that is ſickly and enervated, thro' good management 
and circumſpection, demonſtrates the valuablenels of a. 
bad habit of body. 


WHAT men may be urged to do, thro' caprice and 
prejudice, thro' ignorance and inattention, or thro ne- 
ceſſity and compulſion, it is hard to ſay; and therefore it is 
in vain to argue from the nature and conſequences of 
any ſpecies of government, againſt the reality of it's eſta- 
bliſhment. For tho” the principles of reaſon may plain- 
ly ſet forth the great hazard and incommodiouſneſs of 
ſeveral ſorts of Polity; yet experience beareth witneſs, 
that they have all in their turns obtained in the world; 

nay frequently by eaſy and unexpected * they 
have ariſen out of each other. 


YET notwithſtanding, it is not difficult to determine 
their reſpective merits. It may be known, which is moſt 
accommodated to what 1 is, or ought to be the end of 
civil 
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eivil Society; and which is found in fact beſt to anſwer 
that important purpoſe. The Social State can be only 
meant as a relief for the neceſſities of nature, and as a 
means to promote the felicity of man. Government 
then, which is the mere inſtrument of it's protection and 
ſupport, muſt bein it's beſt eſtate and higheſt glory, when 
it is made ſubſervient to human happineſs. Nature ſurely 
cannot intend, Providence moſt certainly could: not or- 
dain Civil Eſtabliſhments, to gratify the pride; the luxury, 
or the ambition of one man, or any ſett of men, at the 
expence of the quiet and well-being of the reſt of their 
fellow creatures. The great and common Father of us 
all extends an equal care and concern over the whole 
race of man, and that with no other view. but to their: 
.common and mutual happineſs. Whatever ſubordina-- 
tions therefore may take place amongſt men, and do not 
coincide with this grand end of God's diſpenſations, They: 
cannot be conformable to the divine wall, Nor can. 
reaſon or nature indicate any other diſtinction between 
man and man, than what may. ariſe from a ſuperiour 
force either of body or of mind; neither of which can 
be a juſt ground of civil dominion. And to this our 
holy Religion accords. The ſupreme Magiſtracy is there 
indeed made a very important and ſacred truſt, but yet a 
Hh truſt: 
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truſt only for the good of thoſe, over whom it is hy | 
pointed to bear rule, | 


Bur if reaſon and religion manifeſt to us, that the end 
of Government is the good of the whole community, Peo- 
ple as well as Prince; it muſt follow, that That ſpecies 
of Government muſt deſervedly claim the higheſt degree 
of our regard and eſtimation ; which is adapted to ſerve 
that purpoſe, in the beſt and moſt effectual manner. And a 
little reflection will ſhew us, that this muſt be, by putting 
the civil adminiſtration upon ſuch a footing, as to give 
power without oppreſſion, and liberty without licenti- 
ouſneſs; to ſecure the Majeſty of the Prince from any 
iniquitous practices of the People; and to guard the 
Privileges of the Subject from any ſiniſter views of the 
Sovereign; to caſt ſuch a balance of power among the 
ſevera! parts of the Legiſlature, as to prevent every devi- 
ation from their original appointment, or to correct every 
wrong operation; to keep the wheels of government 
each in their proper ſphere of motion, and yet each in 
their full force and activity; neither too rapid in their 
movements, through overweight of power, nor too ſlug- 


giſh and tardy in their operations, through too much 


clog and incumbrance : in ſhort where the dependance on 
3 5 either 
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either ſide is reciprocal ; and a mutual care and mutual 
concern for Each Others welfare can only be productive 
of mutual happineſs. 

Now this adjuſtment of the reſpective parts of the 
great political machine, ſo exquiſite in itſelf, and of fo 
beneficial influence on the good order and well being of 
the world, cannot be effected, where Sovereignty is depo- 
ſited in the hands of any one man, or any one order of 

men, or in the confuſed body of the people; but where 

che Supreme Power has it's ſeveral ne in a pro- 
per combination of them all. 


' WHERE the civil conſtitution is thus placed on it's 
only true and durable baſis,” the mutual affection and 
mutual concern of Thoſe that govern, and Thoſe that are 
governed; there is ſtill ſomething wanting for it's mainte- 
nance and ſtability. Religion muſt lend the State ſome for- 
eign ſuccour, and join a force and ſanction fromabovetoit's 
authority and juriſdiction. This truth is inconteſtably 

eſtabliſhed by the hiſtory of every known Empire in the 
world. The primary view and effort of Legiſlation has al- 
ways been, to ſtrengthen the frameof government, and cor- 
roborate it's injunctions by ſome religious conſiderations. 

„ it 
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It being wiſely foreſeen, that the appearance of divine 
power in favour of a civil conſtitution muſt ever bear 
ſo venerable and awful an aſpect on the adminiſtration ; as 


is moſt apt to ſtrike deepeſt the heart of man, excite moſt | 


forcibly his reverence, and moſt powerfully engage his 


- obedience. To this purpoſe feigned inſpirations and divine 
communications were made eminently ſerviceable in the 


Antient World; and the policies of the Moderns have 
availed themſelves both of real and pretended revelations 


to ſingular advantage. 


RELIGION not only throws over civil Government 
an exterior air of reſpectableneſs, which is ſometimes 


it's greateſt ſecurity; but communicates alſo an internal 


vigour, and furniſhes an efficacious remedy againſt the 
inward failings and corruption of it; which is frequently 
it's beſt ſupport and preſervation. It is oftentimes able. to 
ſuppreſs thoſe evil motions and wicked machinations of 
the heart, which a conſciouſneſs of ſecrecy may occaſion, 


and which the power of human laws cannot reſtrain or 


reach. It ſuggeſts an inducement to obedience, not only 
for wrath but for conſcience ſake; and diſpoſes men to 
do that out of regard to God and his judgement, which 


the fear of man and civil judicature might not be able to 


COIN» . 
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compaſs. Theſe reflections have the authority of that 
great Roman, whoſe knowledge in civil policy was as 
_ extenſive and conſummate, as his talent for eloquence 
was ſingular and maſterly. This excellent judge has de- 
clared, that it is doubtful, whether a Community can 
poſſibly exiſt, that has not a provalling mixture of piety 
in it's + conſtitution, 


|  WirTHoUT all controverſy the Chriſtian Religion of all 
others is the beſt adapted to promote the welfare of civil 
life. It endeavours to eradicate out of the mind of it's 
diſciples thoſe black and turbulent paſſions, of the greateſt 
malignancy and miſchief in a ſtate, a ſpirit of rancour 
and a ſpirit of revenge; and to ſubſtitute others of the 
moſt benign influence, peaceableneſs and contentment in. 
our reſpective ſtations, and what is the bond of all perfect- 
neſs, univerſal charity. It ſtrikes at the very root of every 
thing, that is introductive of evil to individuals, by order- 
ing them to act up ſteadily to the great law of rational: 
creatures, in the ſeveral relations we bear to God and 
man. It ſtrives to ſecure the true intereſt and happineſs 
of the whole community, - by enjoining the faithful and. 
conſcientious diſcharge of all ſocial duty ; honour and. 
ſubmiſſion to thoſe above us, mildneſs and condeſcenſion 
D to 
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to thoſe below us, arrotifiels ak fidelity to thoſe of - 
equal condition, and kindneſs and benevolence to all. 
And it has taken care to.enforce all this upon the moſt 
powerful of all principles, the fear of God, and by the 
moſt momentous of all ſanctions, an everlaſting ſtate of 

retribution, according to all that has been done in this 
life, whether good or evil. 


Now where a religion of this kindly genius and ſalu- 
tary nature prevails in it's genuine ſimplicity. and native 
energy, not corrupted by ſuperſtitious fury and uſurpation, 
nor debaſed and perverted by fanatical rage and enthuſi- 
aſtic frenzy; there government is moſt capable of uphold- 

ing the juſt authority and due ſubordination of all ranks 
and degrees of men, upon which alone the welfare of the 


Kats depends. 


THE happineſs of awell ieee government is yet 
incompleat, even under the influence of the beſt religion. 
There is ſtill wanting to give it full ſtrength and perfection, 
the care, the vigilance, the ability of ſome righteous Super- 
intendant and Director. The weakneſs or the wickedneſs 
of a Prince may ſpoil the beſt conſtitution, by ſtopping 
or polluting the. ſtreams of government, and thereby in- 

| tro- 
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troducing ſuch diſorders, as may prove deſtructive of 
it's nature, and fatal to the community. The hiſtory of 
our own Country abounds, alas! with too many lament- 


able inſtances of ſuch miſconduct on the part of the 


ſupreme Magiſtrate, thro' perverſeneſs or folly; thro' 
intemperance, luſt, or cruelty, thro' avarice, or vain- 
glory, as have ended in the ruin of private perſons and 
families, or in the miſery of the people. Nothing but 
the wiſdom and goodneſs of the Monarch can prevent 
the like enormities, and eſtabliſh in a nation univerſal 
peace and concord, the pure and everlaſting fountain of 
national proſperity and the happineſs of all. 


Happy, thrice happy then muſt be the condition of 
That People, whoſe religious and civil eſtabliſhment has 
the juſt temperature above deſcribed, and is moreover un- 
der the rule and diſpenſation of ONE, who is as truly ſtudi- 
ous of the public good, as he is capable of promoting it. I 
need not point out the peculiar happineſs of the Engliſh 
Nation in this reſpe&t. Your own reflections muſt have 
gone before me, in the application of what has been ad- 
vanced; and have ſuggeſted to your minds abundant 
reaſon for uniting in praiſe and thankſgiving to the great 
Lord of the Univerſe, upon the glorious ſolemnity of 
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This Day; the Acceſſion of his preſent Majeſty to a throne, 
thus eſtabliſhed on the moſt. ſolid foundation of true 
peo! and righteouſneſs. 


« WE may ſit every man under his vine, and under his 


fig-tree.” We have a plentiful enjoyment of every bleſſing 


of the ſocial ſtate, which Nature wants, or Providence 
deſigned; undiſturbed in our poſſeſſions, ſafe in our per- 
ſons, and ſecure of our liberty. We live in a land, abound- 
ing with every uſefulaccommodation and elegant improve- 
ment of. life, and that under the guardianſhip and pro- 
tection of the beſt formed, and moſt wiſely regulated 
government in the world. We live in the midſt of a very 
perilous and wide-waſting war, and yet reap all the fruits 
of a profound peace; while the glory and terror of our 
arms is ſpread from the one end of the earth unto the 
other. Neither is this our happineſs thus entire and per- 
fect in the preſent tenure only, and precarious in the 
reverſion : we have the moſt hopeful proſpect of it's 
permanence and perpetuity. Our illuſtrious Sovereign is 
endued with every requiſite, which nature and education 
can beſtow, to captivate the hearts, and retain the affec- 
tions of a brave and generous people, He has ſhewn him- 
ſelf amiable and exemplary in his domeſtic ſituation. He 
„ . 6 has 
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has e the moſt An attachment to the irb | 
tereſt, and fatherly concern for the welfare of the Public, 
He has exhibited the greateſt magnanimity, ſteadineſs, 
and fidelity in his foreign connections; where either the 

good of his own ſubjects, or the good of other nations, or 

the good of mankind in general may be in any meaſure 
affected. And the experience we have of ſo many excellent 
accompliſhments, which ſo ſignally adorn his preſem 


Majeſty, gives us the happieſt omen, that the ſame 


Chriſtian Graces and Princely Virtues will never ceaſe to 
be tranſmitted to the Royal Progeny; whoſe minds doubts 
leſs will be tutored, and whoſe manners will be formed to 
every good and uſeful purpoſe, by the precepts and the 
example of their great Progenitors. Thus ſhall our Nation 
flouriſh with glory and proſperity, and be bleſſed. from 
generation to generation; and there ſhall be none to 


make us afraid.“ 


Waar return then ought we to make for theſe ſin« 
gular benefits, which the Lord our God has thus con- 
ferred upon us? We can make no better return ; no other - 
return is indeed expected at our hands, than to order our 
converſation after ſuch ſort, as to render ourſelves worthy 


of a continuance of theſe . And this will be beſt 
done, 


11 

done, by manifeſting in our conduct a warm and ſteady 

love for our Country; that is, a zeal and affection, not for 
the air we breath, or the earth we tread upon; but for 
the welfare of our Community, for our King, and for our 
National Eſtabliſhment both Civil and Religious. 


Ir was the force alone of this noble and animating 


principle, that exalted thoſe two. great. States to ſuch a 
pitch of heroiſm and grandeur; whoſe arms were fo 
triumphant in the antient world, and whoſe military and 
civil glory have been the ſtudy and admiration of all 
ſucceeding ages. But if Nations, whoſe civil polity was 
liable to ſuch turbulencies and confuſion; whoſe mem- 

bers were ſo unſafe under the ſeverities of Oſtraciſm and 
Proſcription; whoſe religious ſyſtems were ſo full of mock- 

eries of God, and fooleries of men, without any rational 
grounds of recommendation, or any comfortable aſſur- 
ances of aſſiſtance and happineſs; could yet cultivate with 
ſo much aſſiduity, and maintain in ſo full vigour the love 
of their Country; how far ought We to ſurpaſs them in 
this reſpe&; whoſe government is ſo well modelled, and 
ſo juſtly adminiſtered ; without ſuch danger of encroach- 
- ments on the Prerogative of the Governor, or the Privi- 
lege of the Governed, as muſt be ruinous to the ſafety of 

| them 


1 a 
them both; whoſe religion is not ſet offi in the fantaſti> 


cal and immodeſt habit of Pagan folly, or in the foppiſn 


and abſurd garb of Popiſh ſuperſtition; nor in the ſlo- 
venly or freakiſh' dreſs of modern Sectaries; but. in the 
ſober and affecting attire of Primitive Antiquity; where 
a becoming mixture is obſerved of decency and dignity; 
and who have ſo truly reſpectable a Perſonage to preſide 
over both the civil and religious adminiſtration, oN, who 
glories in the name of Briton; who conſiders his own 
happineſs upon every occaſion inſeparably connected with 
the welfare of his people; and who rightly judges, the 
more confidence, affection, and ſecurity there is on the 
part of his Subjects, the more firm and durable will be 
their felicity and his own, and the more widely extended 
the honour and power of his glorious Monarchy. 


Ou love to our Country, my Reverend Brethren, wilt | 
be ſhewn moſt to our own credit, and to the advantage 
of the Public, by ſtudying with all diligence and appli- 
cation the nature and genius of our holy Religion and 
our admirable Civil Conſtitution ; by gaining right notions 
ourſelves of their ſuperior excellence, and inſtilling into 
others a due knowledge of their dignity and perfection; 
by arming ourſelves and inſpiring others with prudence, 


V : 
zeal, and courage in the defence and ſupport of them 
and by cheriſhing and encouraging amongſt us every 
ſound principle of Loyalty to our Prince and his illuſtrious 
Houſe. This is as evidently our true and laſting intereſt, 
as it is our ſpecial and indiſpenſable duty; who enjoy in 
ſo eminent/a degree the Royal Patronage and DA and 
ſo largely betake of the Munificence. ee 


af. 
1 pe 


4 
* 


(SEV 
|BRITAN 
NICV M 


